
“What’s Influencing Your 

Professional Judgment?”.  

Dr. Kevin Luczynski 

served as the Chairperson 

for our afternoon symposi-

um, titled, “Efficient and 

Practical Procedures for 

Measuring and Assessing 

Behavior in the Home En-

vironment.”  Symposium 

speakers included Univer-

sity of Nebraska Medical 

Center (UNMC) doctoral 

students Aaron Lesser, 

Stephanie Hood, and My-

chal Machado, in addition 

to UNMC’s Dr. Angie 

Querim.  Dr. Jeff Tiger 

served as the discussant.    

     HLABA held its 7th annu-

al conference on February 

28th and March 1st, 2013, at 

the Hilton Doubletree Hotel 

in downtown Omaha, Ne-

braska.  We were honored to 

host Drs. Steve Taylor, Tiffa-

ny Kodak, and Jeff Tiger to 

conduct our pre-conference 

workshops on February 28th.  

Dr. Kodak and Dr. Taylor 

offered a joint workshop, ti-

tled, “Ethical Guidelines for 

the Practice of Behavior 

Analysis”.  Dr. Jeff Tiger’s 

afternoon workshop was ti-

tled, “Functional Assessment 

and Treatment of Prob-

lem Behavior”.  Both 

workshops were well 

attended by individuals 

from a variety of fields 

and from surrounding 

states.  All of the pre-

senters did a wonderful 

job. 

     Friday’s invited con-

ference presenters in-

cluded a variety of prominent 

and innovative researchers 

from the field.  Our confer-

ence line-up was as follows: 

Dr. Dustin Stairs from 

Creighton University, pre-

sented, “Using Behavioral 

Procedures to Study the 

Effects of Environmental 

Enrichment on the Sensitiv-

ity to Stimulant Drugs in 

Rats”, Dr. Jeff Tiger from 

The University of Wiscon-

sin, Milwaukee, present-

ed, “On the Representa-

tiveness of Behavior Ob-

servation Samples in 

Classrooms”, Dr. Tiffany 

Kodak from The Univer-

sity of Oregon, presented, 

“Conducting Assessment 

Procedures to Identify 

Prerequisite Skills and 

Teaching Strategies for 

Children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders”, Dr. 

Claudia Dozier from Kan-

sas University, presented, 

“The Concept of Attention 

as a Reinforcer, Including 

Conditioning as well as the 

Conditions Under Which it 

Functions as a Reinforcer”, 

and Dr. Edward Daly from 

The University of Nebras-

ka, Lincoln, presented, 
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Story continued on p. 2 

Attendees view posters at Thursday 

night’s poster competition and re-

ception. 

Attendees listen to Dr. 

Kodak present ethical 

guidelines during Thurs-

day’s workshop. 



P A G E  2  

Conference Awards and Recognitions 

7th Annual Conference (con’t. from p.1) 

     On Thursday evening of the conference, 

we hosted a poster session at the Doubletree 

Hotel.  Each year we offer a poster presenta-

tion award, which is meant to contribute 

financial support to a student or professional 

attending the national ABAI conference in 

May.  Andrea Clements was announced 

this year’s winner of the HLABA poster 

award with her poster, titled, “Alternating 

Punishers for Treatment of Motor Stereo-

typy”.  Congratulations Andrea! 

     The HLABA award for Excellence, cre-

ated in 2008, honors the recipient for service 

to behavior analysis in the Heartland.  The 

HLABA Board created the annual HLABA 

Award for Excellence to honor the contribu-

tions of Dr. Steve Taylor, who was instrumen-

tal in the development and ongoing success of 

HLABA.  Dr. Steve Taylor was the first recip-

ient of this award.  This year, Terri Newton 

was awarded the HLABA Award for Excel-

lence for her 

invaluable 

contribu-

tions to the 

field of be-

havior anal-

ysis.  Con-

gratulations 

Terri!  

      

array of current and innovative research.  

If there are certain topics or areas of re-

search that you would like to learn more 

about at the annual conference, please con-

tact us (info@hlaba.org or 

kathryn.peterson@unmc.edu) to relay your 

interests.  We will do our best to incorpo-

rate requested topics!  

     Attendance at the pre-conference work-

shops once again increased from previous 

years.  We welcomed 45 attendees for the 

morning workshop and 47 attendees for the 

afternoon session.  Attendance at our Friday 

conference also increased from previous 

years and we were able to bring in a total of 

97 attendees! 

     Our 8th annual conference will once 

again be held at the Doubletree Hotel in 

Omaha, on March 6th and 7th of 2014.  We 

will soon be sending out a survey to get 

your feedback regarding this year’s confer-

ence.  Please keep an eye on your email for 

the survey and be sure to take time to fill it 

out!   This is a great way for you to let us 

know which areas we can improve upon to 

make the conference even better for next 

year!  We are currently in the process of 

identifying prominent behavior analysts in 

the field to present and/or conduct work-

shops at our next conference.  We plan to 

invite individuals with a variety of areas of 

expertise and who will present on a diverse 

 

Terri Newton receives the HLABA 

Award for Excellence  from past Vice 

President, Elizabeth Bullington. 

Judges review posters for 

the competition. 

Andrea Clements’ 

competition-

winning poster. 

Discussant, Dr. Jeff Tiger, reviews de-

tails of Mychal Machado’s symposium 

presentation. 

Fun Fact 

This year’s confer-

ence attendees earned 

a total of 628 BACB 

CEUs (211 counted 

toward ethics credits), 

all free with confer-

ence registration!   
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tions of Dr. Steve Taylor, who was instrumen-

tal in the development and ongoing success of 

HLABA.  Dr. Steve Taylor was the first recip-

ient of this award.  This year, Terri Newton 

was awarded the HLABA Award for Excel-

lence for her 

invaluable 

contribu-

tions to the 

field of be-

havior anal-

ysis.  Con-

gratulations 

Terri!  
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During the annual conference, we held an election 

to fill several positions on the HLABA Executive 

Board.  Results of the voting were announced at the 

close of the conference and we welcomed four new 

board members!  The 2013-2014 HLABA execu-

tive board includes Amber Paden as our Past Presi-

dent, Elizabeth Bullington as our current President, 

Kathryn Peterson as our Vice President, Dr. Steve 

Taylor (founder of HLABA) as our Secretary-

Treasurer, Terri Newton as our Representative-at-

Large I, Bobbi Hightree as our Representative-at-

Large II, and Daniel Mitteer as our Student Repre-

sentative.  The highlighted names are the newest 

voted-in members serving on the 

board.  Welcome to our newest 

members!  

     HLABA continues to provide on-going training opportunities to behavior ana-

lysts in Nebraska and the surrounding states.  We offer a monthly speaker series 

that is open to anyone interested in attending and is free of charge to HLABA 

members.  If you would like to become a member, it costs only $10 to join for the 

year (payable upon arrival to the event).  The speaker series not only allows members to obtain continuing education 

units for BCBA certification, but provides an excellent opportunity for members to continue learning about current 

research being conducted in the field of behavior analysis.  Events are held at the University of Nebraska Medical 

Center’s Munroe-Meyer institute (985450 Nebraska Medical Center, Room 1095) and video-conferencing platforms 

are available to attendees that are not local (email info@hlaba.org for connection instructions).  If you plan to connect 

from a different site and would like CEUs, please also contact Dr. Steve Taylor (staylor54@cox.net).  We will provide 

one BACB CEU for attendance to the presentation and if you are able to join us on site, we also will provide pizza, 

courtesy of HLABA!  Look to p. 4 of this newsletter for the speaker schedule and check your email regularly for an-

nouncements regarding specific topics, dates, and times for presentations.  Feel free to contact us with questions and/

or suggestions for future topics!  

 

Monthly Speaker Series 

“A scientist may 

not be sure of 

the answer, but 

he’s often sure 

he can find 

one.” 

-B.F. Skinner 

 Dr. Amanda Rone received her Ph.D. from the University of 

Florida under the supervision of Dr. Brian Iwata in 2010.  She 

served as the Clinical Director for the Behavior Analysis Ser-

vices Program (BASP) until 2012 and currently works as a con-

sultant for Behavioral Learning Systems in Gainesville, Florida, 

where she lives with her husband and daughter.  

May Speaker:  Amanda Rone, Ph.D., BCBA 

Title:  Assessment and Treatment of Food Stealing in 

Individuals with Prader-Willi Syndrome 
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Speaker Date and Time Topic 

Jonathan Baker, Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Southern Illinois University 

April 16th 

6:00 p.m. (CT) 

Development and Treatment Utility of a Be-

havioral Assessment for Aphasia 

Amanda Rone, Ph.D., BCBA 

The Kennedy Krieger Institute 

May 8th   

6:00 p.m. (CT) 

Assessment and Treatment of Food Stealing 

in Individuals with Prader-Willi Syndrome  

Jeanne Donaldson, Ph.D., BCBA 

The Kennedy Krieger Institute 

June 26th 

6:00 p.m. (CT) 

Evaluations of Time-out Parameters in 

Young Children 

Cara Phillips, Ph.D., BCBA 

The Kennedy Krieger Institute 

July  

Specific date and time TBA 

Stimulus Control in Verbal Behavior 

Jesse Dallery, Ph.D., BCBA 

University of Florida 

August 12th 

6:00 p.m. (CT) 

Information and Behavioral Technology to 

Promote Drug Abstinence 

Brian Greer, Ph.D., BCBA 

University of Kansas 

September  

Specific date and time TBA 

TBA 

Iser DeLeon, Ph.D., BCBA-D 

The Kennedy Krieger Institute 

November 14th 

6:00 p.m. (CT) 

TBA 

Claire St. Peter, Ph.D., BCBA-D 

West Virginia University 

December 

Specific date and time TBA 

TBA 

Nicole Heal, Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Melmark 

January 14th 

6:00 p.m. (CT) 

TBA 

Claudia Dozier, Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Kansas University 

February 

Specific date and time TBA 

TBA 

Monthly Speaker Series Schedule 

Stay tuned for announcements regarding finalized topics, dates, 

and times for presentations! 

Contact Email:  info@hlaba.org 

Website:  Hlaba.org  

 

 



 

Special Thanks to Dr. Connie Taylor and the Midland 

University interns for all of their help at this year’s con-

ference! 

Title: Behavior Analysis of Private Events: Supporting Student Title: Behavior Analysis of Private Events: Supporting Student Title: Behavior Analysis of Private Events: Supporting Student 

Mental Health NeedsMental Health NeedsMental Health Needs   

 This workshop is designed for individuals with a background in functional behavioral 

assessment, specifically, educators who routinely assess and program for students K-12 

with complex behavioral and mental health needs, including AEA/Related Services staff 

(e.g., special education consultants, school psychologists, school social workers) and 

District staff (e.g., administrators, behavior interventionists, guidance counselors, special 

education teachers). 

Conducted by: Mark W. Steege, Ph.D. 

Professor of School Psychology at the University of Southern Main 

Email:  svolmer@aea11.k12.ia.us for more information regarding the specific time and location 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 

FREE WORKSHOP!!! 


